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Winter Guided Walks let you “Walk (and Talk) Up An Apetite - And Learn A Bit Of Local History At The Same Time!”

Local Historian David Carson is starting local history walks in Alton Barnes and Priors - the first one is on Wednesday the 2nd of November, and then every Wednesday throughout November. This is something that David has done before, both for Devizes Festival and for local history societies, under the banner of ‘A Tale of Two Villages’. You will learn a host of fascinating facts covering the two ancient churches, what the villages used to look like, the Civil War, and eye witness accounts of the machinery riots. Full booking details can be found on the Barge Inn website, but here are some of the details. Booking is made by phoning The Barge (01672 851705) . The walks start from St Mary’s Church in Alton Barnes (car parking is available at the church, and also at the Barge Inn) at 11am, and finish at about 12.30 at The Barge Inn. The cost of the 'walk and talk' is a modest £10 for adults, and £7.50 for the under 16's (not really suitable for youngsters under 11) to be paid in cash on arrival at the church - lunch is an 'extra' and you should book a table at The Barge when booking your place on the tour. Numbers are restricted to 15 people on each walk, and may be subject to cancelation due to weather conditions.
Local Produce Tastes Better
It is a well known fact that many gardners with vegetable plots throughout the Vale grow far more produce than they need. At the beginning of the summer we started our ’Veg for Vouchers’ scheme,whereby local people have been encouraged to bring all their ‘over production’ to Head Chef Carl Games, who more often than not will be pleased to accept it. In return, the grower will be given a voucher that can be used against any meal in the pub. The quality of the produce tends to be very high – and cheaper! – so everyone benefits. Please let us have lots, lots more of it in 2012 – a sort of ‘vegetable olympics’.
Stars Of Stage, Screen And Radio
Many of you will have met Sandra Bhatia over the last 12 months. She came to us on contract as part of the BIG Lottery package as our media, website  and events manager, and to promote ‘Honeyfest’. And what a terrfiffic success ‘Honeyfest’ turned out to be.
It seemed as though every time one listened to Wiltshire Radio that she was on it, talking about the pub. Sandra’s contract expired in early August, but she stayed in Pewsey until the hour-long documentary was screened in a prime-time slot (8pm) on BBC1 on Wednesday the 17th of August. It was a smash-hit with high ratings, and told the story of the pub and The Barge Inn Community Project from conception to fruition. We say a huge ‘thank you’ to that lady – it may not be too long before our paths cross again. In the meantime, we wish her every success with her next project.
Our New Website (and Email) Shines

One of Sandra’s several legacies is our brand new website. Visit us on –
www.bargeinncommunity project.com  or talk to us via ‘infobargeinn@gmail.com’
(Like everyone else in the world we are on Facebook and Twitter as well!)
It’s Pure Magic!
On Thursday the 10th of October there is a very special event – a three course meal, during which our own resident magician, Mark Pearce (a Pro Magician and member of the Magic Circle), will pass among the diners and amaze them with impossible feats of magic and sleight of hand. Tickets, at £25 each, are limited to only thirty – so book now (01672 851705) to avoid disappointment.
Bits And Pieces
A number of items have been added to our range of products for sale, and can be purchased from the bar. They are;
Crop Circle Calenders
the official 2012 calendar by Lucy Pringle is now available 





from the bar. It is really rather splendid, and worth every 





bit of £12 (only £1 per month!) The proceeds are split 





between the Project and the Photographer
Greetings Cards

all proceeds go to Help for Heroes,

Post Cards


£1 each, depicts the Crop Circle Ceiling Mural, proceeds 



split between the Project and the Artist
Sculptures in Wood

On the walls are four of the most beautiful sculptures you will ever have seen (£200 to £900), proceeds split between the Project and Sculptress

Hand Carved Walking

£15 to £25, to be introduced in 2012, proceeds split 

Sticks
between the Project and the Carver
….. and still a few ‘Honeyfest 2011’ T Shirts to give away!
The Saturday Live Music Line-Up

1st Oct

THE WISHBONES

8th Oct

CLARE HOPKINS

15th Oct

MISSIN’ ROSIE

   22nd Oct

JIM BLAIR
           29th Oct

THE VOOZ

           5th Nov

GAZ BROOKFIELD

12th Nov

DAVE DAWSON
19th Nov

FERGUSSON

26th Nov

EMMA AND THE PROFESSOR
   3rd Dec

GAZ BROOKFIELD

10th Dec

JESSICA MAY YORK
17th Dec

STATE OF UNDRESS
24th Dec

(CHRISTMAS EVE – NIGHT OFF!)
31st Dec
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY! – HUMDINGER
Christmas and New Year Opening Hours
Subject to final confirmation, the pub will be open over the Christmas and New Year period as follows (and a notice will be displayed in the bar);

Christmas Eve
Day

Normal times and food service until 1400



Evening
Closing at 1030 pm – no food service

Christmas Day
Day

Open from 1200 to 1400 – mulled wine – no 





food service (Evening – Closed)


Boxing Day

Day

Open from 1200 to 1400 – ‘Nibbles’ on the 






bar!  (Evening – Closed)
27th to 30th



Open as normal – full bar and food service

New Year’s Eve
Day

Open as normal with restricted food service



Evening
Open til late – New Year’s Eve Party with 






‘special food’, and music from ‘Humdinger’
New Year’s Day


Open as normal with a restricted food service
2nd of January


Back to normal alround!

And Finally – The Community Liaison Committee
You may not be aware, but this is a useful way to feed comments in to the Barge Inn Community Project. This group is chaired by Sharyn, and she can be contacted on 07584 042684. Or you can get in touch with a committee member or a Director direct (phone numbers from the pub).
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First Year Sees Records Fall!





In late August the Barge Inn Community Project and the Barge Inn celebrated its first full, highly successful, year of operations since becoming part of the BIG Lottery Fund’s “Village SOS” program. We have experienced a record numbers of visitors both in the pub and in the camp site and – oh boy! – have we learned a lot. Although the development grant from the BIG Lottery has now been (almost) used up, we shall continue to have a close working relationship with them for at least the next six months, and possibly a little longer. This Newsletter will tell you about that year, what is on offer now, and what is planned for the future. Please do read on!











The Pub





The pub has never been so busy in recent years! From Friday lunchtime to Sunday lunchtime (and especially in the evenings) it is full to capacity – even when it rains! Our ‘almost celebrity’ Head Chef, Carl Games, and his kitchen and waiting staff, have raised the food game to new high levels, and it is wise to book a table in advance (01672 851705) for both lunches and evening meals. Our main ales, Croppie and 1810 remain extremely popular, and our House Manager, Alan Bowery, says he has lost 15 stone over the summer satisfying the customers’ demands. (We think he may be exaggerating just a little!). But it does seem to be going very well, and we thank especially our loyal ‘locals’ for their support. A full listing of all the Live Music on Saturday nights and other events through till the end of the year is on the last page of this Newsletter.


The pub has settled down to its daily routine after the refurbishment that has been widely acclaimed by local regulars and occasional visitors alike. Moving the ladies ‘loos’ and opening up the large east gable window gives the most wonderful view of the White Horse. And the new bar and backfitting, made by ‘local’ Phil Lancaster of Wiltshire Joinery, is a ‘tour de force’. The world famous Crop Circle Ceiling Mural in the Pool Room painted in 1997 has been completely renovated by the original artist, Vince Palmer, and has been beautifully lit by an LED light string. And the pool table has been re-covered! The general consensus of opinion is that The Barge Inn has been made fit for purpose for the next 200 years, without losing any of its essential character. We owe significant debts of gratitude to our Interior Designer Isobel Spandler from Horton, Pewsey architect Patrick Wilson, and to AG Builders of Sharcott (whose excellent team crammed nearly 7 weeks work into a mere 4 ½ weeks of actual on-site working) for achieving all this.





Over 60’s Lunches   every Wednesday – starting on the 5th of October (booking is not 


			necessary, but does help the planning!.





Quiz Night              the third Wednesday of each month, starting on the 19th of Oct.





Early Evening          this is a new idea that is likely to be piloted in October – more 


Children’s Meals	details will be available in due course.





Xmas Draw		we shall launch the 2011 draw in mid October. This may seem a 


			little early, but the more tickets we sell the better prizes will be 


			(and more of ‘em!)





Halloween Party	‘Fright Night’ will be held this year on Friday the 28th of October. The theme is Angels & Demons. Fancy Dress, spooky games, a free  buffet and of course music. Details advertised in the pub soon!





Carols Around the    we hope to hold a carol concert this year (last year’s had to be 


Christmas Tree	cancelled because of the weather) – details will be available from 


			the pub in due course.





New Years Eve        a big party is planned this year, with live music from HUMDINGER,


and food! – more details available from the pub 














Like the pub, our camp site has been packed almost to capacity at weekends and, during the school holidays, completely full. We hate  turning people away who haven’t booked  in advance, but thanks to our supportive next door farming neighbours, the Trowbridge family, we have had as much use of their field adjacent to our camp site as we have needed. So we have not had to turn anyone away since June. But it is still a very good idea to book in advance (especially if there is a group of people) – call	our Camp Site Warden or the pub on 01672 851705. We are starting to make plans to replace the temporary toilets and showers with a permanent building for the 2012 season. The camp site will close on Monday the 3rd of October, and re-open before Easter 2012.





Anyone for Mongolia?





You may have noticed that a beautiful Mongolian style Yurt has appeared in the camp site, of which we are justly proud.It can be hired out as sleeping accomodation for £80 per night,and comes furnished with a proper double bed, and can be heated by a log  burner for luxury camping. The Yurt can also be hired out for other events, such as workshops, parties - or maybe you would like to hire it for dinner?  The hourly hire rate is £10 per hour. Please call us with your requirements and we will put together a package for you. At the moment, the Yurt is only available between March and September,and may depend a little on the weather.








Entertainment Starting Again in October and other Pub Events to the end of the Year








The Camp Site
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